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CENTENNIAL PROGRAM 


October 7, 1951 


Orean Prelude | 
Hvinn --- Holy, Eloly, Holy 
Invocation 
Duet —- Give Thanks and Sine 
Ndith Newlm, Altice Hampton 

Offertory --- Frances Drake, organist 
Anthem -— O God. Our Help  - Choi, directed by Charles Henley 
Anniversary Sermon -- Norval K. Webb. . 

minister, Hirst Mrends Chureh, Riehmond, tad. 
Benediction Perey M. Thomas 

», 42 o'clock Basket dinner in Dining Room 

Afternoon Prograin 


Solo -- Ida May Miller 
The Quakers in Baekeround ~~ Perey M. Thomas 
Solo Pewoy Lladley 


Pageant, ‘'Plaintield Friends Meeting Marks A> Century,’’ 
by Margaret Stephenson Moore 
Narrator —— Ksther Edmondson Johnson 
With Nine Livine Pietures 


CENTENNIAL PROGRAM COMMITTEE 


Cophine Mills Rushton Lily Mills Hiss 
(‘o-chairmen 

Miriam Atkinson Asa Pickett 

Margaret Moore Kverett Stanley 

Esther Weesner Paul Doan 

Ruth Milhous Virl Stanley 

Percy Thomas Lawrenee Newlin 


Charles Henley, music 
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PREFACE 


Without records written in brown seript by rriends of early 
days, this brief history would not be possible. 

As committees planned for the Centennial observanee of 
Plainfield Meeting of the Society of Friends, attention was 
called many times to the facet that records often represent much 
more than files for the Meeting itself. 

Interwoven in pages of Plainfield Friends Monthly Meet- 
ing and Quarterly Meeting Minutes are found in large part the 
history of the community, the story of people, homes, schools, 
libraries, industry, civie enterprises, social life, service, war 
years as they affected the church and community, and certainly, 
principles On Which the church began, and because of which it is 
building for the future, 

When the new addition to Plainfield Hriends Meeting house 
was dedicated in June 10, 1951, a Western Yearly Meeting vault 
for records beeame a reality in the building, Reeords of the 94 
years’ history of Western Yearly Meeting are housed in the 
vault, with Miss Wilina Reeve of Fairfield as Ubrarian, Records 
of many Monthly Meetings, whieh date from early tadiana 
history are meluded in the library, 

The centennial committee realized that Plainfield) Meeting 
had roots long before the actual date of first meeting in this 
community. Perey M, Thomas, minister, was asked to present 
backeround material, tracing the history of Friends in America 
whose faith and work made possible the organization of many 
Meetings west of the Alleghemes. 

Script for the centennial pageant embraced a century of 
history of Plaimfield) Meeting. This was written by Marearet 
Stephenson Moore, 

Approxunately fifty people participated in the pageant of 
living pictures, as script was read by Esther Hdmondson John- 
son, narrator. A 
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As the story unfolded, expression from the large group 
in attendance was to this effeet: ‘*Today’s Friends should never 
look backward without looking forward. Perhaps the greatest 
value in presenting an historical program is the inspiration which 
comes from achievements of far-seeing men and women. With- 
out thought and plans for tomorrow, a centennial program would 
have little value.’’ 

It is with this thoueht of *‘eonfident tomorrows” that this 
little booklet was edited. — M.S. M. 
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PLAINFIELD MONTHLY MEETING 
IN BACKGROUND 


BY PERCY, Sel LOMAS 


World of George Fox is Reviewed 

As much as we deplore great upheavals and crisis in society 
and strive to maintaim the status quo, history reveals the fact 
that great men and forward thrusts of reforms for better living, 
have been closely associated with what seemed at the moment to 
be a major disaster, 

The faet that George Hox was born in a time of national 
erisis und a major revolution did not aecount for his ereatness 
hut it did mean that he found a 
laree hody - of people who had 
become: as” clay, ready to be 
shaped by a strong potter's 
hand. Without detracting from 
the man or his works, it is well 
to keep in mind the nature of 
the world into whieh he was 
born, 

Kneland was wracked and 
torn with civil war and her 
fate was beine determined by 
the sword, The sterle religious 
life of the State Church had 
hecome unbearable to avast 
number of people who had bro- 
ken away and formed groups 
of Separatists. The printing 
press had made the Bible avail- 
able to the masses but the Re- 
Formation had substituted the Percy M. Thomas 
letter of the Seriptures as final authority for the authority of 
the Chuveh, 
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Contemporaries Achieve in Many Fields 

The seventeenth century gave birih to a great many men 
whose works gave new direction to western civilization, When 
Nox was born, Shakespeare had been dead only eteht vears. 
Oliver Cromwell was on the wings of fame. Milton was a boy 
of fifteen and wrote Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained during 
the lifetime of Fox. William Gilbert launched the study of mod- 
ern physies and William Tlarvey announced the circulation of 
the blood. When Fox was a young man, Galileo died and Tsaac 
Newton was born; thus for intellectual achievements the seven- 
feenth century stands in the front ranks of the formative periods 
of all hiuman endeavor, 


So far as we can discover from his writings, George lox had 
very little knowledge of the world about him, Tf he knew, it was 
entirely outside his coneern and something to be treated as 
irrelevant to his prophetic mission, Tle was aman of one book — - 
the Biblesyer st range to say, he was at home in the school of the 
Mystics, insisting that the final authority for life was found in 
the Spirit which eave the Seriptures forth. As George Newman 
has said, “The early Quaker leaders did not invent a new doc- 
trine, a new religion, but shared in and rediscovered for them- 
selves a spiritual ferment which had been leavening Wurope ever 
sinee the Reformation.” 


Rufus Jones said: Quakerism is no isolated or spasinodie 
religious phenomenon; it is deeply rooted and embedded in a tar 
wider movement that had been accumulating volume and power 
for more than a century. Mox revealed ina variety of ways and 
perhaps unconsciously, bis connection with the great body of 
spiritual ideas whieh had come down to his time from such men 
as Tlans Denck, Sebastian Franck, and Jacob Boehme.” The one 
ereat difference found in lox was that he geared his mystical 
insiehts with life in aetion. Ele insisted it was not cnough to 
know the authority of the Spirit but a Christian was obliged to 
obey that authority in the whole of his life. Tt was this difference 
that brought Hox into conflict with the state Chureh and society 
in general, bringing upon himsel! perseeutions to whiel a man 
of average strength would have saecumbed in early life, 
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George Fox Has a Vision — 

Ino a Vision on Pendle Hill in Westmoreland, Fox saw a 
ereat body of people in the many Non-confommnist groups, to be 
eathered into one body and to this task he gave all his masterful 
ability as a leader, from these groups and other free-thinkers 
eune many of the intellectuals who were to give a solidity to 
the movement, which contributed anuch to its rapid) growth. 
These men formed the nucleus of the ** Valiant Sixty’? that 
scattered over Kneland, Ireland and the Continent of Kurope to 
carry the message of a way of hfe, which they believed to be 
prinitive Christianity revived, 

li ean properly be said that Quakerism in the beginning was 
a Youth Movement, with all the religious, missionary zeal of the 
Marly Chureh. Many of the leaders were yet im their teens and 
most of them were in their early twenties. Their concern for the 
Whole known world was shown by visits to the Sultan of Turkey 

and the Czar of Russia, as well as many other continents and 
islands of the sea, The new countries into which the British 
Kimpire was so rapidly expanding offered great opportunities for 
(hese Pioneers of laith. 


Quakers Come to America 


The first recorded visit of any Quakers on the American 
continent was in Massachusetts in 1656, One would have thought 
that the Pilerim Mathers, who had come to this country only 386 
vears before to find veligious liberty, would have reeeived them 
with open arms; but already they had exiled Kpiscopalians and 
fined, whipped and imprisoned Anabaptists as dangerous heretics. 
Rodger Williams had just been banished to Rhode [slaid when 
two Quakers, Ann Austin and Mary Fisher arrived in Massachu- 
setts. They were immediately arrested and thrown into prison. 
All their books were burned and all other property confiscated, 
They were not permitted to have any contaet with the outside 
world. All their clothing was taken from them and they were 
left to suffer in their cells. 

The perseeution of the Quakers and Anabaptists for about 
forty years is one of the blackest pages in the Colonial history. 
Wonen and men were hanged on Boston Commons; women were 
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stripped to the waist, tied to carts and dragged through the 
streets. Some were whipped, some were branded with hot irons, 
and others had their tongues bored through. Some were placed 
in chains in prison and left until the flesh rotted from their bones. 
We cannot refrain from asking the question, ‘‘What were their 
crimes that they should find such hostility in the New World?” > 
They refused to swear — that is, to take an oath. They refused 
to remove their hats in the presenee of their so-called superiors. 
They refused to pay tithes into the Established Chureh. They 
insisted on the obedience to their conscience rather than to men. 
They rejected the doctrine of total depravity and predestination. 
That there was a fringe of rabid fanatics, as is usually found in 
almost every radical group, who did many indiserete things can- 
not be denied. [t is probable that this indiscretion brought upon 
Kriends some just criticism and additional suffering, 


Penn’s Holy Experiment Points Way to Peace 


‘he acquisition of Pennsylvania by William Penn for a debi 
owed to his father, Admiral Penn, by the King and the establish- 
ment of the refuge for all persecuted and oppressed peoples, is a 
part of all American history. Penn’s treatment of the Indians and 
the making of a treaty that was never sworn to and never broken 
Was something new in history. Hven though Penn’s Holy Hx- 
piriment did no prove to be all that he had hoped for, it did dem- 
onstrate to a gaimsayvine world that men can live together im 
peace and mutual helpfulness even though some are advanced 
little beyond the savage state. So far as the reeords go, the 
Society of Friends has always maintained. a kindly and just at- 
titude toward the Indians. The various Yearly Meetings had 
schools and missions among the Indians which appear to have 
been reasonably successful, especially as regards the general 
wellbeme of the tribes under their control. The confidence that 
Mriends had earned for themselves is shown in the reeommenda- 
tion of President Grant in his first Annual Address to Congress. 
“From the foundation of the government to the present, the 
management of the original inhabitants of this continent, the 
Indians, has been a subjeet of embarrassment and expense, and 
has been attended by continuous robberies, murders and wars. [ 
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do not hold either legislature, or the conduct of the whites who 
come in contact with the Indians, blameless for these hostilities. 

The past, however, cannot be undone; and the question must 
be met as we find it now. | have attempted a new policy towards 
these wards, with fair results, so far as tried, which PF hope will 
be attended ultimately with great success. 

The Society of Priends is well known as having succeeded 
in livine in peace with the Indians in the early settlement of 
Pennsylvania, while their white neighbors of other seets im other 
sections were constantly embroiled, They are also known for 
their opposition to all strife, violence, and war and are generally 
noted for their striet integrity and fair dealings. These const- 
derations induced me to give the managment of a few reservations 
to them and to lay the selection of agents upon the Society itself, 
The result has proven most satisfactory.” 

Governor Archdale Gives Haven to Friends 

The’wiriter has searched in vain for history to account for 
the migration of Friends from Nantucket, Maryland and Pennsyl- 
Vania to the Carolinias. Beginning about the turn of the eigh- 
teenth eentury and lasting for some fifty years, the Monthly 
Meeting records reveal a strong movement to the Southland. 
There are two things which might have had much to do with 
this amigrétion, Friends (in) Peunsylvania) discovered that 
even though they had been the leaders in the establishment of a 
colony whieh provided complete religious liberty to all peoples, 
that in their demoeratie form of government they were forced to 
bow to the will of the majority. This strange turn of affairs 
found Friends amone a e@roup of lawmakers who had endorsed 
captital punishment and Penn himself as commander of a militia. 
Mis a matter of history that there was a general withdrawal of 
Friends from the lawmaking bodies and publie life in the early 
part of 1700, 

It is thoneht that the first Friend in’ the Carohnas was 
Henry Phillips who lived in Tlertford, out near the coast on the 
~ Afbemarle Sound, and was visited by William Edmonson in 1671, 
Hdinouson appointed a meeting but the many who came had 
littleor no religion, for they came and sat in the meeting, smok- 
inv theit pipes. ?- Ts preaching was so effective that from: his 
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labors the first Meeting was established in the year following. 
George Fox visited this meeting in 1672. It was under the preach- 
ing of Fox that one John Archdale became convinced and joined 
Kriends. That imeident was to have far-reaching results for 
Kriends, inasmuch as Archdale beeame governor of North Caro- 
lina a few years later, even though he refused to be ‘‘sworn in” 
but nierely: giving his affirmation, It was under the administra- 
tion of Archdale that Friends had virtual control of the state 
Assembly and held other prominent offices. By 1730 Friends 
Were so numerous in North and South Carolina that it appeared 
that their's might be the dominant religion in the South if not 
in America. Tt may have been that the favorable political cir- 
ctunstances and the practice of religious tolerance eoupled with 
the mild climate was responsible for the movement of so many 
Kriends to the Carolinas. 


18th Century: Marked by Expansion, Quietism 

The ‘eighteenth century can properly be thought of as the 
hundred years of evangelism and expansion for the Society of 
Kriends, but it was also in this century that the seeds of quietism 
and Jegalism were sown, In England and Philadelphia, where 
the Society was oldest and strongest, the emphasis began to 
shift to certain manifestations im ‘‘dress and address” as the 
distinguishing marks of a Friend. <A discipline had been written, 
setting the meets aud bounds of Quakerly conduct. The Society 
began to ve in the after-zlow of its former glory. With the 
passing of its founders and early leaders the evangelistic fervor 
beyan to wane. With the shift in emphasis from a demonstration 
of the Life to an attempt to define the Life, differences arose 
eventuating im the Orthodox-Hicksite separation in 1828. To 
enforce the rules laid down by the discipline more and more 
power was granted the Elders and Overseers. For the least in- 
fraction of the discipline, members were disowned by the thou- 
sands, most of whom were never reinstated. 


Friends Protest Slavery in 1688 

As early as 1688 a concern was laid before Germantown 
Monthly Meeting by some German Friends that was to have far- 
reaching effects, not ouly upon the Society of Fricuds but upon 
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the whole life of America. The concern addressed a protest 
“against the traffic in the bodies of men” and against handling 
‘“men as cattle.’’ This concern was earried to the Quarterly 
Meeting and then to the Yearly Meeting. This document is 
helieved to be the first official protest of any religious body 
against human slavery. At first Friends were advised to dis- 
continue any traffic in slaves; then they were advised to free their 
slaves, but it was not until 1776 that Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
passed a ruling that all slave-owners were to be disowned. This 
action of the Quakers of the North did not greatly affect the 
economie life of the Quakers, North of the Mason and Dixon line, 
especially those of Philadelphia, where they were principally 
used as servants; but among the cotton and tobaeceo erowers of 
the South it was another story, sinee here the use of slaves was 
highly profitable. 


Woolman Is Leader Against Human Bondage 

In the,struggle which was to follow, finally culminating in 
the Civil War, the weakness of human nature was to be revealed : 
the conscience of man easily becomes geared to his pocketbook 
und it is only through some strong religious impulse that he is 
willing to view his own acts objectively. It is not strange that 
the people of the South, where slavery was so very profitable, 
should not only have no bad consecienee about it but some churches 
had pronounced it to be a ‘‘Divine institution”. Many of the 
Quakers of the Carolinas owned slaves and many of them had 
hecome quite wealthy. he Friends of the South were not to be 
left in peace with their slaves. The custom of the ‘‘traveling 
ministry amone Iriends” brought amongst them the ministers 
from Philadelphia, New Jersey and New Kngland. The Quaker 
Saint, John Woolman, was one of the most influential of these 
ministers, The history of the largest meeting of the Carolinas 
will give a little idea as to what took place in almost every 
Kriends meeting. 


Bush River Hears Vital Concern 


In the very heart of the Southland, just over the state line 
in South Carolina in the midst of a very prosperous community 
stood a large rambling Meeting House ealled Bush River. — Tt 
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was to this Meeting that a Philadelphia minister, Zachariah Dix, 
came one First Day mornine with a weighty concern. After a 
suitable period of silent waiting he arose and delivered his mes- 
sage, (To give a little idea of the type of preaching and the 
importance of the issue, we quote a portion of his message as 
recorded in the book ‘*Bush River,” by Wilson Doan. j 

“QO Bush River. Bush River, how hath thy beauty faded 
away and gloomy darkness eclipsed thy day! fam not here of 
my own choice, but my Master whom -[ serve coutinually hath 
sent me here with a message. “SRor almost one-half century 
God hath prospered vou. Not a few of your fathers and mothers 
came from across the sea, and helped to plant here in the pine 
wilderness this Meetine of the Society of riends. Some of 
your ancestors, and if | mistake not, some of you, came from the 
states to the north, bringing here the fundamental ideas of the 
equality of all men. These principles should characterize every 
man who, claims to be a follower of Hox and Penn. 

This Meeting, this vine of Divine planting, was watered with 
their tears and cultivated by them devotion, The blessings of 
high heaven hath rested upon thee, O Bush River! Phy mem- 
bership hath imereased until thou hast become one of the strongest 
Meetings upon the American continent. foam elad to see this 
pew Meeting House; Lam elad to see its benches well filled at 
{his sacred hour of divine worship, But, alas! | see a cloud hates 
over Bush River Like a pall. The mutterings of its thunder | 
already hear in the distance. O Bush River, there ave those of 
vour numbers who have forsaken the God of their Fathers. There 
are those who have within your house-hold a wedee of gold and 
the Babylonish garment. You are depriving your fellowmen of 
their God-given rights. You have bought them hke cattle im 
the pens, You have sold them like sheep at the slaughter, you 
have counted them as assets; you have listed them as your prop- 
erty. Undo the heavy burdens, break every chain, and det. the 
oppressed go. free, 

Minister Presents Challenge to Start New Life 

Q Bush River! purge thyself Yotune anen, youne women, 
to you -appeal. The great Northwest Territory les over the 
mountains and beyond the Ohio River. Tt is wild) forest. Tt is 
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a wilderness. From the wigwams of the savage the smoke still 
ascends through the boughs of the trees, but it is a fertile land. 
ft is a land forever dedicated to human freedom. There you 
can have produetive fields. There you ean make friends with 
the ted Man. To you I appeal. Flee to that Jand. Shake the 
(lust of human slavery from your fect for vour own sake and 
the sake of youv children. 

The system of slavery will fall. The cup of its iniquity is 
Wwell-nigh filled. Go to the Northwest Territory! Look not 
behind you into this Sodom of human slavery, for the fires of 
Ileaven shall descend upon it and the wrath of the Almiehty 
shall consume it... . God hath saved the Northwest Territory 
for you and your posterity that you might be able to create 
states forever dedicated to human freedom. ©O sell your lands, 
sell vour homes and in the virgin forests of the North West 
build your homes whose sanctity shall forever be secure, where 
no clanking chains of bondage shall bind any son of God. O 
Bush River, how often would your Master have gathered thy 
children together even as a hen gathers her chickens under her 
wings, and you would not. Behold vour house is left unto you 
desolate.”’ 

Was this man a prophet who spoke better than he knew or 
ean it be attmbuted to other eauses that today there is not a 
Kriends Meeting in South Carolina and a few rough stones cov- 
ered over with weeds and briars mark the spot of the onee-pros- 
perous Bush River Meeting. 

Migration to the Northwest Begins 

It was this kind of preaching to a deeply religious people 

that accounted for the greatest migration ever known among 


Friends. As Moses led his people out of bondage in Egypt into 


the Promised Land, so did the Quakers almost enmasse leave the 
land of human slavery. At great financial sacrifice, they left 
the Carolinas by horse baek and ox wagon and on foot and went 
across the mountains and through the wilderness to Ohio, Ten- 
nessee and Indiana. 

According to Wilson Doan, a historian, from 1800 to 1520 
there were 20,000 Quakers who migrated to the Northwest Terrt- 
tory. Such meetings as Cane Creek, North Carolina, were trans- 

oe sy ee 


san iis 
i 


dhe ebinivt oleae ape Hore, okt abbott gvity 


Hite aalone al} ogewer ol} to eomemgs ord 
fowl olitiot 6 ai i tad! nent okt to adynod ot dgnowtt 
100%, stall  steohoreh fused OF hotanibe soit Datel 


ot sade Fnsal int ot oot Aseeqes 1 0%, Pe wakk hol 
bets ose eee 90% 4o) teat Toy, avo yxyrala 1 si Ato tenth > 
 weorblide sp 120% 1 le | 
ai xc blonpisti ati. te pny oat. tun Hew -rovule to aoe ee alt 
ton too! hawt wsondino“ ott oF of) shelf Agist- 
io avait oilt Tw , anne, isso to reabor wid? obmt 40 hi 
‘itdgiast A ott to digue wt baw ti aoqu Dayal Tad 
qaoliro? tevuiino oly berne ed bon... J 9M : wo Tn 
stern oF obde xl tabi worg Uadt csteninenl: ster, hate nO} 4 
wii soy, ioe 4) “wsohnont remecied Ot hatavilob 1 f fl vetal 
awl dha adi Yo eleorot nigaiv ott nt how wound + sreary, Th 
asd iene ud sovetot (finale ghifornue ono zorcsenit wy, | A 
(> fot) to mea on) Forict isthe yenbaod to “wathnaly ‘ | ais i 
“dt heroiltag srad rotell sno, binow note woul ow it. 
ine solves airrsaid saul ob d fer & ah CENT, abiging:* 4 


“i. Hatt gro dukes ey arnt oaks ot ee alin i 

vy aoe Agno wah i fps witilors’) lige? wi ol cm 

ArT nO att to bore only Aaset waniid bits «horn i , si 
ms ts Rie ici bp thy 


guous, smoot 15 49 rr Mt mis | 
ost th Hi vasa Ye. 1980, 1 toy did lea : ol x 
4 ep , dani) a6 hit on | 


Ne ye oT 0, yr Ais wane ee ri 


ipl wid ot saab: alt fy 


va pia 


i, es Kiqre' bi) 
etl eh Gri 


west eerie Bay wad ih 


planted to Ceasers Creek, Ohio, where they continued to use the 
same records. Almost all of the Friends Meetings in South West 
Ohio, Indiana and some of Ulinois are continuations of the Meet- 
mes set up by the Carolina Kriends, 

ist Meeting Organized In Western Yearly 

The first meeting in what is now Western Yearly Meeting 
had its beginning in Orange County near Paoli as the result of a 
settlement of Mriends im 1811. The first settler, a Quaker, eame 
to that county in 1806, from Wayne County, N.C, 

The first Friends Meeting in this area was near Mooresville 
and became a Monthly Meeting by action of Blue River Quarterly 
Meeting in 1823. It is from this meeting, called White Lick, that 
almost all Meetings in Western Yearly Meetine received the 
official standing. 

Such is a summary of the Plainfield Monthly and Quarterly 
Meeting in Backeround, 


THE OLD“MEETINGHOUSE 


Travel was slower in those days, and the aereaewe around the 
« tom 


Mectinghouse provided space for many buggies, surreys and 
wagons, 
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PLAINFIELD MONTHLY MEETING 
MARKS A CENTURY 


By MARGARET STEPHENSON MOORE 


Name of Town Has Special Meaning 


Probably no meeting of Friends in the world has a more 
svinbolig or picturesque name than Plainfield) —- now marking 
a eentury, 

ln the early 1800's the countryside above the little valley 
was level or gently volling, heavily timbered in certain regions, 
but cleared in part and tilled by energetic men. Afany people 
who eanie to this section when it was opened to settlement im 
1820 were Friends from North Carolina, anxious to get away 
from the immediate mfluence of slavery. 

They named the township ‘Guilford’? for Guilford county, 
North Carolina. The name of the town combined the simple 
life, habits and dress of residents with the beauties of nature — 
the Plain — field. 


National Road Is Artery of Commerce 


Although many communities ino Indiana i Tor still de- 
pended largely on waterway transportation and overland travel 
hy paths, the community known as Plainfield) was one of the 
more progressive towns. The Old) National Trails road was a 
stagecoach line, with stages carrying passengers, mail, and small 
freight in jolting fashion, through mud and dust. Phe road was 
a darge artery of commerce, with people afoot and on horseback, 
in coach and wagon moving westward. Elerds of stoek plodded 
through the dust or mud on their way to market. Logs were 
laid in low, muddy places, making the old ‘corduroy’? road. 
The Vandalia railroad, built in the early Ts00s brought more 
settlers, and carricd tons of produce through here to the astern 
seaboard, and amanufaetured goods to the frontier, 
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Pioneer Women Are Alert to Needs 

Women in the community were busy with tasks of cleanmg, 
sewing, cooking, caring for the siek or for neighbors in need, 
There were jams and jellies to make, preserves, muincemeats, 
and drying of fruiis and vegetables to take much time. 

Cort was the basie crop. It could be planted in cleared 
patches in whieh stumps were left, ft was food for man and 
beast. Residents in the 1850s ate corm on the cob, mixed it with 
beans for hominy, parched it, made cornbread, hoe cake, and 
inush. Toes had no rival among livestock, although there were 
horses, cattle, and poultry on most farms. 

Common. trades in and near Plainfield were the gristmuall, 
sawmill. cabinet works, tanneries, blacksmith shops, wagon ana 
wood work, livery and sale stables, nurseries and tin’ shops. 
Professions were well represented for the time by physicians, 
dentists and teachers. 


Worship-Is First in Thought of Settlers 


The meeting for Divine Worship was first in the thought of 
Friends as well as those of other groups. in Plainfield, and so- 
ciability was a part of their religion, Several churehes had been 
established, 

Such was the scene in this community when a group of con- 
cerned Friends saw the need of a Meeting here, and accordingly 
took the necessary steps for organization, 

As we turn back pages one hundred years, and look at the 
bevinnines of Plainfield Monthly Meeting of friends, we olimpse 
pietures- men and women, experiencing the “inner livlit,”” ex- 
pressing convietion and concern of the day, and believing that 
religious emphasis in daily Living should he basie in this com- 
munity. 


FIRST MEETING — 1851 


Friends Gather in Upper Room 
Kloazer Bales, David Meeker, Richard Mendenhall and some 
other Priends felt that the tiue had cone to request that a meet- 
ine be held in Plaintield, 
(18) + 


Friends gathered in an upper room of Richard Mendenhall’s 
home, on North Mill street near Main, as we now know Plainfield. 
Martha Wooten visited this meeting and ‘* preached to be heard.” 
so that many people gathered on the street to hear her. The 
sermon Was appreciated by all who attended. 

There probably was no verbal prayer—better the silence— 
but in the thoughts of many, “* Where two or three are gathered 
together mame name, there am [in the midst of them... 


White Lick Meeting Has Deep-Rooted Interest 


Expressions of faith and confidence came during the eve- 
ning from White Lick Mriends who were interested: in sponsoring 
Preparative meetings’. 

Interest on the part of White Lick meeting was deep-rooted, 
for beginning in 1821 Kriends who settled in this territory at- 
tended meeting quite regularly at the log meetinghouse north: of 
Mooresvilke and were members of White Lick Quarterly Meeting. 

In 1826 a Preparative meeting was established at Sugar 
Grove, south of Plainfield, subordinate to White Lick Meeting. 
Sugar Grove Friends erected a log house about 25 feet square 
for their first meetings. A low house, about the same size, was 
built uearby about the same time to be used) for. school. The 
meeting house was soon enlarged by a frame addition, making a 
two-reom house, The log portion was replaced by a frame 
etrieture later, and this was replaced by a brick building. 

People of the Plainfield community met at Sugar Grove for 


several years. 
Plainfield, Sugar Grove Ask for Preparative Meeting 


Minutes of White Liek Quarterly Mecting of Women t*riends 
held 11th month, 14th, 1856, show that Sugar Grove and Plain- 
field. Preparative meetines united in requesting: the privilege of 
holding a’ Monthly Meeting on Fourth Day after the first Sev- 
enth Day of each month at Sugar Grove ntil sueh time as ae- 
comodations can be made to hold it at Plainfield, said Meeting to 
be known as Plainfield Monthly Meeting of Hriends.” Plainfield 
Preparative meeting was be held on Fourth Day and Sugar 
Grove on Fitth Day preceding the Monthly Meeting, 

(19). 
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AS THE SPIRIT MOVED 


Sitting in Women’s and Men’s Meetings as did early Friends 
—Minnie M. Anderson, Lily M, Hiss, Anna M. Henley, Jennie (. 
McDowell, Maurice Atkinson, Everett Newlin, Tom Newlin. 


Minutes of White Lick Quarterly Meeting of Women Friends 
held second month, 21st day, 1857, record the facet that the com- 
inittee named to consider the request, after time of deliberation, 
agreed to the request. Later in 1857—fifth month, 16th, a com- 
mittee from White Lick composed of John Benson and Rebecea 
Newby, reported that they had attended the opening of Plain- 
field Monthly Meeting on Kiehth Day, fourth month, 1857, at 
Sugar Grove as directed by White Lick Quarterly Meeting. 


Members Lose No Time in Building 
Friends of Plainfield built a frame house on the site where 
the Baptist church now stands. If was comfortably arranged 
with seats, but had no partition---an essential part of the meeting 
house in those days —-so a canvas was line ona wire, to be used 
- (20) 


ig wa ae ali Dae ee en 


- 


7 : a 


ce 
eee ae a Pos aes 


_ Leet 


vbasitd gis bib as xyuitesll aw nol bets Kennel ul ga 0 a 
> aimeele yfrolt A cogA weill Th lit momibak Ah sini ps 
mol nibeot! Hotel muaiy ao salem Herrot iol He 


eer 


te a 


tae A 


ebusitd wane lo yuitooll chtotinQ? doit Wake UW Yo woth 
-don oft Yilt tout ot Priest TO4! ah deff ltieost bites pe poe 
fotieteditoh to suit tote Jeonpot oft tobinaew of Hoeven meet sont 
~aoo 6 Ok alison: dame-V6RE sat qotinl deospra't ott of, hyongs 6 a 
govadodl ivay sovastl alol to boeogneoy dvi oti worth goo tise | 
aislt-jo aninoqe 9) bohoelin foal “eos Sand ha hoqt cba ( : 
tn vert dined itawt paatt Midwih vo yalthelt widtnulh isfoit 


‘Gulsent theoruang) Boid abil yl Peet nity eis weer) 4 Pac 
Wy si 
griblin® ai omiT o¥f ovend rredeuol , 


wiothi otie oft no seirod ‘onus tind bb oitaial't, lo xbsgiat | 
hegitsris “ide tsolaens wei w ahriwie wot, ahvsisidy. sed Noi 
yrds oH) bo tie Latte disses seo 1 Da) ee foal buek A 
bow stb pecie ane yen an RaERtAD Bue waals oul 4 


OE): 


on Preparative meeting days. Thus the business coming before 
the meeting could be transacted by men and women Friends 
separately. The messenger who carricd the business from one 
meeting to the other would pull the canvas aside to pass. 

There is the story about the messenger who was named by 
Women Friends to take messages to the Men’s Meeting. Some- 
one was selected whom the Meeting was certain could @o back 
and forth with great dignity and calmness, speak in answer to 
queries if the occasion arose, and return very qumetly to. the 
Women’s Meeting. A few older Women Friends worried about 
‘the appointment of a youne, attractive woman. As the alert 
voune woman moved out of the Women’s Meeting with her first 
message, an older member on the rear bench pulled her aside 
and whispered, ‘*Think of Tombstones!” 


Early Friends Included Ancestors of Local People 

Among Friends at early ineetines In Plainfield were: Charles 
Louder, John and Ann Atkinson, great grand-parents of sons 
and daughters of Isaae Atkinson; Shildes Moore, great-grand- 
father of Esther Weesner, Anna Henley and Nell Hanna; Nathan 
and Sarah Stanley, grandparents of Hverett Stanley; James 
Coppoek Tomlinson, grandfather of Artelia Thomas and CGinevra 
Lloldermman; Jesse and Guliemma Horney, grandparents of Jennie 
McDowell; Benjamin Vestal, father of Charles Vestal, Jabez 
and Mary Phelps, grandparents of Paul Doan; Addison Ballard, 
father of Horace Ballard; Obidiah and Ann Morgan, great grand. 
parents of Lily M. Tiss, Cophine Rushton, and Kil Mills; Joel 
Newlin, grand father of Hverett Newlin and Ida Hall; Jessie 
White, father of Lulu White; Seth Pearson, who with Jessie 
~White provided the many trees on the acreage where the present 
Meetinghouse stands; ili Newlin, grandfather of Olive Lewellen; 
Albert Maxwell, great grand father of Willtam Maxwell; ‘Till- 
man Tladley, erandfather of Tillman Tadley; Amos Hadley, 
erandfather of Kil and George Hadley; Jesse and Achsa Tfiatt, 
erandparents of Edo Hiatt; and others, 


First Visiting Minute Granted to Mary Thomas 
An interesting minute from White Lick Quarterly Meeting 
of Women Friends held Sth month, 16th, 1857, tells of the first 
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minute eranted by Plainfield Monthly Meeting to a munister to 
visit another Friends Meeting. The minute was granted to Mary 
Thomas, the great-grandmother of Percy M. Thomas, 

following is the minute: 

Our Beloved friend, Mary Thomas, in a weighty manner 
laid before this mectine a religious concern which had for some 
years impressed her mind and latterly with increased weight, to 
visit in the love of the Gospel, the meetings constituting Ohio 
Yoarly mecting as far as way would open in the truth and appoint 
some meetings Within its limits and attend the ensuing Yearly 
Meetings, if engaged in religious serviee, within its limits until 
that time, as expressed ina certificate which she produced from 
Plainfield Monthly Meeting, berating her to attend thereunto. 

“After a time of weighty deliberation thereon, unity and 
sympathy was felt, and expressed with her in the concern, and 
she was encouraged to attend thereto as best wisdom may direct, 
she being*a sninister with whom we have unity. 

“he clerk is directed to sign on behalf of this meeting an 
endorsement of the certifieate furnished her by the Plainfield 
Monthly Meeting.’ 

Public Testimony Is Given, Ministers Recorded 

Record is found that Mleazer Bales and James Tadley were 
the first Friends who gave public testimony here. Kleazer Bales 
was recorded as a minister in 1829, and at that time was a mem- 
ber of Suear Grove Preparative meeting. ll Newlin, recorded 
as adominister in P8d4, was known for his interest in young people 
and the emphasis he gave personal study of the seriptures, both 
in private and family life. Several other people were recorded 
as ministers, but Plainfield Meeting lived and grew without pas: 
foral service until about TSsoO4. | 

Elva T. Carter, a few years before her death, recorded 
sketches of early members of Plainfield friends meeting, setting 
out that ‘no reeord of the founding, history, or activities of any 
organization is complete untess something of the personality of 
individuals composing that group is known. She told of Calvin 
Wasson, Matthew Stanley, Robert W. Elodson, Shildes Moore, 
James C) and Naney Ann Toulinson, Charles Lowder, Benjamin 
IH. Wrieht, Amos Doan, Jesse and Achsa Patt and many others. 
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Final Report Made to White Lick Meeting 

Plainfield, Bridgeport and Mill Creek Monthly Neots all 
sponsored in Preparative mectines by White Lick, made their 
last report to White Lick Quarterly Meeting T1th month, 17th, 
1859, and thereafter made their report to Plainfield) Quarterly 
Meetine, 

Following building of the structure in Plainfield, and later of 
other meeeting places, the Monthly Meeting was held alternately 
at Sugar Grove and Plainfield until the separation in PS77. In 
this separation Sugar Grove and Plainfield were nearly equally 
divided, The Conservative branch held the meeting property at 
Sugar Grove, and another meeting place called Union Till was 
built southeast of Sugar Grove for use of those lviends in unity 
with the larger body. A Conservative meeting louse was built 
in Plainfield for those Conservative friends residing mn the town, 

Thus began the minutes of Plainfield Monthly Meeting of 
Mriends which through a century have been preserved im meti- 
culous: seript, mn brown ink, on laree bound ledger sheets 


GONIGERN FOR PEOPLE OF nGOEOkK 


Friends Are Champions of Freedom 

rom the peeinming members of the Society of Mriends have 
been champions of freedom, dn the eyes of God, they feel, every- 
one is equal. [t is not strange, then, that families of Hriends 
left their homes in the Carolinas and moved what they could to 
a dand where freedom of thought and deed would be possible. 

But movine here did not get away from the issue at hand 
nationally. During pre-Civil War days the matter of slavery 
was brought to the attention of Hriends in Indiana many times, 
-Byen before tidiana’s capitol was moved to Tidianapolis, coptes 
of Quaker Benjamin Lundy's quarterly, the Manumission Journal 
were brought by travelers from Peunessee to this area, Tra- 
veling ministers, among them James Coppock Tomlinson, brought 
news of the seriousness of inter-state thinking, to this community, 
When Lundy began publication of the Genius of Universal Eman- 
cipation in Ohio, ideas from this anti-slavery paper were matters 
of concern to people of Indiana, These papers auti-dated those 
of William Tloyd Garrison, 

(2:3) - 
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Confused Political Notions of Times Are Evident 

Always interested in government, local Friends took note 
of events in the Indiana General Assembly. In 1850, in dealing 
with the Negroes, both free and slave, the legislators illustrated 
the confused political notions of the times. The assembly re- 
enacted the provisions of the Ordinance of 1787 with a bruskness 
that indicated an absolute majority of Abolitionists, yet the pro- 
visions refusing Negroes the right to vote or even settle in the 
State were, in spirit, directly contradictory to the enactment. 
Not only these provisions, but the speeches of legislative mem- 
bers.on the question of slavery showed utmost diversity of opin- 
ion. Not less than 40 set speeches on slavery, few of them deal- 
ine with any question before the convention, were made by 


solons. 


Negroes Aided in Escape From Slavery 

Thus, aS-years passed and the question became more and 
more heafed> local Friends expressed opinion, although In quict 
manner. When there was need during days of the Civil War to 
aid Negroes who had come North to eseape slavery, Mriends fed 
them and helped them on their way, However, there are few, if 
any records of local Friends taking the initiative in bringing’ 
Negroes to this section. 

Minutes of the meeting tell of reports fom the committee on 
the concerns of people of Color, and of funds, raised by voluntary 
subscription, to aid the committee. 

Ina report from Western Yearly Meeting of Women Iriends, 
to Plainfield Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Women Friends, 
dated 16th of 9th month, 1861, women were told: **There ap- 
peared to be a little deficiency in regard to military services, and 
we were entreated to do our duty to strengthen our dear hus- 
bands and brothers from. yielding to such temptation, and Ol! 
that there might be a deep indwelling of spirit before the Lord, 
being earnest in prayer, for their and our own preservation from 
the storms and commotions whieh surround us." 


Message Expresses Conviction Concerning War 
A message from the Meeting of Sufferings of Western 
Yearly meeting held at Plainfield 5th month, 2nd, 1561, to Quar- 
(24)—- 
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terly, Monthly and Preparative meetings, ex xpressed the Poug hy 
of Iriends concerning the Civil War: 

| “Dear Friends,” the message began, ‘‘This Meeting having 
heen introduced into the concern for the preservation and faith- 
fulness of our members in all their relations in life, desire ta 
salute them in the language of encouragement and love. 

‘Now is the time of much eommotion in the world. The 
strife of eivil war is around us, and with it all the peeuliar in- 
centives to lead the mind away from the Prince of Peace into 
the spirit of resentments of Injuries and into the nature of the 
kingdom of this world. 


“Phose who in former days found it their ties to bear the 
ark of the Lord’s testimonies faithfully, and to hold up to the 
world the covenant of Peace, even though it might lead them to 
prison and to death, have left abundant evidence, not only by 
their self-sacrificine example, but by their clear and convincing 
Writingsthat they were not following cunningly-devised fables, 
but the plain obligation of the New Testament of our blessed 
Lord. 


‘Eye For An Bye’’ Not in Friends Belief 

They saw with the disciples of Jesus that the Kingdom of 
Christ is not of this world. That his servants cannot fight. They 
dared not to indulge in that spirit which asks for ’an eye for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ They felt that they must love their 
chemies, and pray for them, and that they could) exercise for- 
eiveness toward others. 

“Our Society has endeavored to be faithful at times of peace 
and war. On both continents it’s voice has been heard when 
oveasions have suggested service in the cause of peace, A  pro- 
testation against all war as forbidden by the Gospel, has been 
uniformily made, and we conceive tbat, in obedience to the Tleart 
of the CTuireh, we must stillanaintaie this ground, and we would 
press upon all our members the impo. tanee of faithfulness in the 
support of so important a testimony. 

“We entreat you, dear Friends, to search the foundation 
on which you build. All is wrong that does not harmonize with 
(he Gospel. Dear Friends, Jet us follow after the things that 
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make for peace. When the sound of armies is heard, let us 
betake ourselves to prayer that our everlasting Father —- the 
Prince of Peace, may hasten the day when, ‘‘Nation shall not 
jift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more,” 


Negroes Are Upstanding Citizens of Plainfield 


As the Civil War ended, some Negroes took up residence in 
this community, and through the years they have been out- 
standing in citizenship, spiritual interest, edueation, and gov- 
ernment in this area. Cary Swarn was the first graduate of 
Plainfield High School, for he was the first member of the first 
elass to receive his diploma, 

Mlijah Stewart, known as Buddy, was recognized by Western 
Yearly Meeting a few years ago for his long and faithful service 
during the sessions here, and many others have contributed to 
community, life. 

Hanmnony is evident as people of the community work to- 
eether, vear after year. 


LIBRARIES 


Reading of Bible Encouraged in Homes 


Interest in literature was evident among loeal Friends long 
before the beginning of the Monthly Meeting. Readine of the 
sible was encouraged by the practical method of parents reading 
aloud after the chores were done, and of morning reading before 
the start of another day’s work. Books did’ not fill shelf after 
shelf in early homes in Plainfield — but most homes had some 
hooks -— and Friends soon established lending libraries —— one 
family sharing its books with those of neighbors and friends. 

Children were taught to be eareful of ‘‘book friends,’? as 
volumes Were affeetionately called — in turning pages, in holding 
them properly, and in placing them so that bindings would not 
be marred. 
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Thousands of Books and Tracts Distributed 

Throughout early reeords of Plainfield) Monthly Meeting 
there are paragraphs concerning books, tracts, and the value 
of printed material. At almost every session money was allotted 
for use of the committee on ‘‘books and tracts.” Literally thon- 
sands of tracts on various phases of Christian work were printed, 
for the most part at printing plants in Pennsylvania, the Caro- 
Jinas, Massachusetts and New York. These were purchased by 
the various Meetings, and distributed —- not by direct mail as 
we are accustomed today, but m person. Certain Iriends were 
named to visit certain others, anc almost every family kept a 
supply of books and tracts, and presented them in whatever 
homes they visited each day or week. 

Thus it is not surprising that Friends established a hbrary 
in Plainfield in 1871. Joseph Spray was the first librarian, and 
among books placed on the shelves were Robert Barkleys Apolo- 
oy, Pikgrim’s Progress, Sewell’s History, the Journal of George 
Fox, the Life of Margret Hox, Stephen Grelette, and other 
volumes. 

Good Literature Is Stressed by Meeting 

From this early beginning the value of library work in- 
creased in the eyes of riends and others -— and here as in other 
meetings of Friends around the world, a shelf, or many shelves, 
have been an important phase of chureh activity. Eneourage- 
ment of reading, first of the Bible, and second of all other good 
literature, is stressed not only through the monthly meeting, but 
through every other unit—Quarterly Meeting, Yearly Meeting, 
and ive Years Meeting. 

The literature committee today works thoughout the year, 
placing books on shelves, presenting information to everyone 
interested concerning books available through the Yearly Meet- 
ine lending Library, telling of other books available in the loeal 
publie library, the Indianapolis and State Historical lbraries— 
through the local library -and private collections. — Research 
is encouraged, and for the most part, Quaker homes today are as 
well supplied with general research material for growing boys 
and girls, high school students, and even college students, as 
any other group in the country, 
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1873 WEDDING RE-ENACTED. 


Re-enacting the 1878 wedding of Riley D. Atkinson and Ann 
Overman Margaret and Mauriee Atkinson, grandchildren, stand- 
ine; and members of the Meeting, Lou TH. Newlin, Minnie M, 
Anderson, Charles Vestal, and Everett Newlin. 


QUAKER WEDDING 


Marriage Is Distinguished by Simplicity 


Marriage, according to Friends custom, always has been 
distinguished by simplicity. For many years the marriage vows, 
in Plainfield meeting as well as other Friends meetings, were 
“within the Meeting.” 
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The young man and woman informed the Monthly Meeting 
in writing that they intended marriage with each other, and a 
committee was appointed to inquire into the advisability of the 
marrage. 

Krom the minutes of Plainfield Monthly Meeting of Women 
Friends, and the minutes of Men Friends, at Sugar Grove, 7th 
Month, 2nd, 1878, we find that Riley D, Atkinson and Ann W. 
Overman informed the meeting in writing that they mtend mar- 
riage with each other, Sarah J. Alderson and Jane Small were 
appointed to inquire into Ann W. Overman’s clearness relative 
to marriage engagements with others and report to next meeting. 
Newlin Carter and Milton Stanley were appointed from the Men’s 
Meeting to inquire concerning Riley D. Atkinson, according to 
discipline, and report to next meeting. 

The committees reported the findings a month later, and 
with the parents’ consent obtained, the couple were “‘left at 
liberty 40 accomplish their marriage according to Discipline.” 
Jane Small and Sarah Jane Alderson, were named from the 
Women's Meeting. and Newlin Carter and Joseph Morris from 
the Men's Meeting, to attend the marriage, and entertainment 
Gif there be any), see that good order be observed, and report to 
next meeting, 

On 9th month, 8rd, 1878, the committees reported to their 
respective meetings that they ‘attended the marriage and mar- 
riawe cntertaimment of Riley D, Atkinson and Ann We. Overman, 
and saw nothine but that was orderly, 


Vows Made ‘‘Within The Meeting’ 

The marriage vows were made ‘‘within the Meeting,’ and 
at-a suitable time when the parties stood, taking each other by 
the right hand, declared, the man first: 

“Wriends, in the presence of the Lord and before this assem- 
bly, | take this my friend, Ann Overman, to be iny wife, prom- 
ising, with divine assistance, to be unto her a loving and faithful 
husband, until death shall separate us.”’ 

And then the woman: 

“Wriends, in the presence of the Lord, and before this: as- 
sembly, J take this my friend, Riley D. Atkinson, to be my hus- 
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band, promising with divine assistance, to be unto him a loving 
and faithful wife, until death shall separate us.” 

The marriage certificate was then audibly read by a mem- 
ber of the Meeting, the names and description of the parties 
being inserted. They then signed the same, the man first, then 
{he woman, with the adopted name of her husband; the relatives 
next as witnesses, and such others present as were disposed to 
subseribe their names. 


Discipline Directed Hours Following Marriage 

The diseipline further directed that the said marriage be 
accomplished decently, gravely, and weightily, and the parties 
themselves, their parents and others concerned, to take care at 
the houses or places where they go, after the solemnization is 
over, that no reproach arise, or oceasion of offense be given, by 
any intemperate oy immoderate feasting or drinking, or by any 
unseemly, wanton, or rude discourses or action; but that all 
behave with such sobriety as becomes a people fearmg God; 
and that the company retire to their homes in seasonable time. 
And if anything to the contrary be observed, the overseers, or 
other concerned Friends present, ought, as speedily as they 
conveniently can, to take such aside who make any breach of 
evood order, and in an affectionate manner admonish them to a 
better behaviour; and the said overseers are to make a report 
to the Monthly Meeting, whether good order has been observed, 
and take eave that Che marriage certificate be returned me order 


to be recorded. 


Friends Emphasize Sacredness of Marriage 

Today not all members of Friends are married “within the 
Meeting”... but Friends do observe simplicity and moderation 
in planning the marriage, and often the parties repeat their own 
vows, There is probably no more beautiful marriage service than 
that in Maith and Praetiee, Friends discipline adopted by the 
Five Years Meeting ino 1b. | 

The introductory paragraph of the marriage service, a min- 
ister participating, offered in Faith and Practice, defines Friends’ 
emphasis on the real meaning and saeredness ot marriage, In 
this service, the minister reads: ‘‘ Marriage, in its deepest mean- 
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ing, is an inward experience the voluntary union of person- 
alities effected in the mutual self-giving of hearts that truly love, 
implicitly trust, and courageously accept each other im good 
faith. Such marriage is honored and blessed of God as the ful- 
fillment of His supreme design for man and woman, who alone 
of all creation bears [fis divine image, The State sanctions and 
the Chureh adorns marriage as the ideal relationship in human 
society. The wisdom of the ages bears testimony to the benefi- 
cent values which this honorable estate vields in the happiness 
and well-being of mankind.”’ 


Privileges and Responsibilities Involved 

A simple service follows, with message to the contracting 
parties, the vows of marriage, the recognition and the bene- 
diction, Emphasis throughout the service is on marriage as it 
involves at once the highest privileges and the greatest re- 
sponsibilities of hfe. 

In vecent years there has been some movement among 
younger Friends to re-establish the Friendly procedure “within > 
the Meeting.” This has been true particularly in Western Yearly 
Meeting. The marriage service for Friends establishes the 
home in Christian Jove. 


SCHOOLS 


Parents Volunteer as Teachers 


“very child ought to be in school” was the thesis of Friends 
in Plainfield as well as those around the world. No sooner had 
Friends moved here from Carolina than small schools were es- 
tablished in homes, with one or more parents of qualified re- 
quirements, volunteering to teach, Later special rooms were 
obtained for school, and before Friends had been here long a 
building was constructed for school use. 

In the Monthly Meeting a committee on edueation reported 
regularly the number of Friends children in the community, the 
number of all children enrolled in school, and details of work 
im education. 
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Statistics also were presented on the number of children 
attending Seripture school, and great stress has been placed 
throughout the hundred years history of Friends in Plainfield 
on the value of schooling children in the scriptures. 


Minutes Tell of Extensive Education 

The extent of education through efforts of Friends in early 
years can be seen through e¢limpses of Monthly and Quarterly 
Meeting minutes: ) 

During the war year 1861, minutes of 8th month, 3rd, Quar- 
terly Meeting of Women Friends, record the following facts: 

The committee of education reports: There are 440 Friends 
children between the ages of 15 and 21 years. There are 277 
Friends children taught in schools under the care of the Monthly 
Meetings. 

There has been one high school for nine months in three ses- 
sions, and seyen primary schools, one for four mouths, two for six 
months, one for four years and one month, one for 27 weeks, one 
for 25 weeks, and one for eight months in three sessions. There 
are 109 children sent to schools taught by Friends, but not under 
the care of a committee, 

There are 48 Friends children sent to schools not taught by 
Friends. 


No Friends Children Forgotten in Schooling 

No Friends children are growing up without receiving some 
literary tastruetion, 

Two of the reports state that scholars attend (mid-week 
meetings in company with their teachers, except one school whieh 
has been generally adjourned on meeting days. 

Branches taught in Friends schools a:e orthography, reading, 
writing, mental and practical arithmetic, geography, English, 
erammar, astronomy, physiology, philosophy, algebra, chemistry, 
and im one, the Latin language. Attention is given to composition. 


Need Seen for Secondary School 

Alert) Friends saw the need of a high school in Plainfield, 
and as early as 1865 efforts were made by Friends and other 
people of the community to establish such a school The Central 
High School Association was organized in the interest of a 
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secondary school, and publie spirited citizens of Plainfield aided 
Miiends in obtaining the grounds for a building, and in raising 
more than $4000 for the school. In 1881] the Quarterly Meetings 
of Plainfield, White Lick and Fairfield established Central Aca- 
demy, with first classes meeting in the old town ball. This was 
nearly two decades before the first graduation exercises of a pub- 
he high school in Plainfield. In 1895 Danville Quarterly Meeting 
accepted the invitation of the board of trustees to assist in 
management of Central Academy. 


Session Held in Academy Building 1882 

Dir. rastus Test was the first principal, and he was followed 
by many scholarly faculty members. The first session in the 
new biuldine, which stood on the site of the present Plainfield 
hieh school building, was held in the fall of 1882. School was 
ll sesston continuously until the Academy closed in 1918. 

Concerning living accomodations for students, Elwood Stan- 
ley reported to the Monthly Meeting that ‘* good board in private 
families including furnished room, fuel and lights, can be secured 
for Lo cents per meal, Those who desire to board themselyes can 
obtam unfurnished rooms suitable for two, for do0 cents per week ; 
furnished room oO cents per student, per week.” 

All denominations attended the school, and until the late 
1s90’s there was no other secondary school in Plainfield or the 
nearby part of Tendricks county. 


Social Life, Athletics Not Overlooked 

Known for excellence in scholarship, the Academy was not 
Without interesting social life, athletics, and fun, The football 
team had the reputation of beme one of the best in this area, 
wand games were scheduled with Greencastle high school (score: 
Academy 60—Greenecastle +); Academy 6—Franklin College 6; 
Academy J4--Martinsville high school O; and many other large 
schools, Central challenged) Karlham College but) the latter 
declined on the ground that the Academy was not a college! 

Boxing, lawn tennis, croquet, ‘shinny’, marbles, coasting 
parties, skating, and many other diversions were enjoyed by 
Academy students. There were picnies, boating on White liek, 
lee crew socials, and class parties, 
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Debates, Oratory Hold Much Interest 

Lecture courses planned by members of the Academy faculty 
were attended by people for miles about, and outstanding lee- 
turers in all fields were brought to Plainfield. The Creseent 
Literary Society, the T.Q.K. Society and other similar organiza- 
tions offered students expemence in writing and speaking, and 
inter-school debates were of interest to people in many com- 
munities. The Lyceum League of America (boys’ debating elub) 
and the Starlight Chib (eirls’ group) were particularly outstand- 
ine, Aamone orations delivered were: ** What Gold Cannot Buy,” 
by Cora M. Baleh, ** Unsolved Mysteries,” by Charles Reeve, 
and “The Beauty of Dissolution” by Ernest Cooper, In early 
days student orations were presented at commencement. 

The cap and gown season recalls memories to the several 
hundred Plamfield) Central Academy graduates of days when 
conmmencement meant white dresses, roses, blue serge suits, and 
high-standing collars. 


ones 
Academy Closes as Public Schools Gain Footing 

Plammfield Central Academy was closed in 1918, when pubhe 
schools here as well as across the country had gained a substantial 
footing. In 1920 the buildine and grounds were sold to Giulford 
township, and part of the money was presented to Karlham Col- 
lege, Scholarships, established from part of the funds are avail- 
able annually to worthy Plainfield students at Earlham. Jane 
Newlin holds a scholarship this year, and others are available if 
proper applieation is made, 

A review of the records of Central Academy show an era of 
eheerful yesterdays in education — and pomft the way to confi- 
dent tomorrows, 


JOINT SESSION AND INTRODUCTION OF MUSIC 
One Set of Clerks Named For Meeting 


Late in the nineteenth century, two events occurred whieh 
hac little or no relation, but were of genuine econeern to all Plain- 
field) Hriends. 

One was the first joint session of Men and Women Friends, 
and the other was the installation of the first. organ in the Meet- 
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THE MINISTRY OF MUSIC 


Three venerations Mes, HMthel Atkinson, organist emeritus, 


her son Maurice and eranddauehter Ann at the orean dedicated 
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to Mes. Atkinson. ‘'Phroughout the history of the Meeting there 
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ine Louse. Both were accomplished as matters of bustness ana 


has been an Ann Atkinson, 


spirittal growth, and minutes record only the facets and little ot 
the discussion concerning either, 
According to eustom of Friends to assure the right aetions 


In every seuse, a committee reported at the final meetings ot 
Women and Men Friends in separate sessions that “the change 
made to hold the meeting in joint session with one set of clerks 1s 
legal’ Appreciation was extended to oS. 4. Griest, attorney, for 
legal advice, Mattie MW. Thadley and) Beujamin Anderson were 
appointed clerks for the joint sessions, | 
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The first joint session was held first month, 30th, 1895 —- 
and the mouthly meeting from this time changed from two sets 
of clerks and two sets of records to one set of elerks and one 
reeord, 


50th Anniversary Is Observed Quietly 

Soon after the turn of the century when Alida C. Cope and 
Cora G. Milhous were clerks, mention was made of the fiftieth 
anniversary, ‘*This being the fiftieth anniversary of the setting 
up of the Plainfield Monthly meeting, we are led to praise our 
Ileavenly Father for Ilis mereies and goodness to us in the past, 
and go forward with more zeal to extend our Father’s Kingdom 
in the future.” 


First Organ Is Installed About 1896 


Although the first organ was used in the Plainfield meeting 
about 1896, played often by KNthel Ballard, the ministry of musie 
was familiar to Plainfield Friends much earlier, Amelia Spray 
of Bridgeport sometimes sang, as the spirit moved her, sitting 


. 


as she did on the “‘faeing bench.’’ Massa Jessup was another 


who had a beautiful voice, and one of her favorite songs was 
Come Thou, Fount of Every Blessing.’’ 

Later other Friends joined in songs of praise and conse- 
eration, without accompaniment. 

Aunt Jane Doan, faithful Friend throughout her lifetime, 
commented quite calmly when the organ was installed, ‘b don’t 
know that PE owith enjoy it, but tf it is the will of the Meeting | 


i 
. 


will try to make the best of it 

As the years passed, and boys were needed to pump the 
organ, Randolph Cox, and later Lawrence Newlin and others 
served: in this important position, If occasionally their attention 
was attracted to something other than ‘‘pumping” the organist 
without power missed a few notes of the hymn. 


Ethel Atkinson Serves Many Years As Organist 
A story reached Plainfield) Friends about a Qauker in 
another area who was much opposed to the modern spirits who 
wished to put an organ in the Meeting House. When, after a 
long holding out, he finally surrendered, he gave the largest 
me Toe 
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sum of any to the organ fund. He was rallied on his inconsist- 
eney. 


“Well, if thee must praise the Lord by machinery, | want 
thee to have a good machine,’” he said, 


The Hammond electric organ now in the chureh was 
installed in 1942 with special worship periods devoted to the 
nunistry of music. Ethel Atkinson served for many years as 
vrganist, coming to Meeting with her husband and seven children, 
wud carrying on in quiet manner as the spirit moved in music. 
Others have served faithfully, and Frances Drake is organist 
now, with Mreda [Hylton as assistant. 


Orchestra Is Organized in 1914 

The Suuday School orchestra was organized in 1914, and has 
encouraged many young people im instrumental musie. Orla 
Jordan was first director, and he was followed by Indianapolis 
teachers, John Westlake, Dorcas Tiss, and Jessie Mercer, Chester 
Drake began work as director in 1918 and has continued until 
the present time, In addition to playing each Sunday morning 
at Sunday School, the group of 18 to 20 pieces often presents 
programs of sacred and classical music for other Irietnds incet- 
ines, for Yearly Meeting, and for the community. The group 
has aided young people, too, in their study of muste for public 


schools and college. 


Choir Contributes Much in Ministry of Music 

The choir, long a group appreejiated in worship hour, has 
contributed much to the church, week by week, through the 
years. Members give many hours of service in this organization, 
and as special focus is given to the ministry of musie, hours of 
practice ave necessary. Robes, purchased several years ago, are 
worn by choir members. College and university choirs, and 
visiting choirs are invited to participate in worship periods at 
various times during the year. During Yearly Meeting, and at 
civic, church and school events the Friends choir works with 
other similar groups in the community in programs. Charles 
Henley is director of the choir. 
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WOMEN IN SERVICE 
Missionary Society Is Organized in 1882 


Women in Plainfield Friends meeting, like those m IFriends 
inectines everywhere, have been active in service, and particn- 
larly in work for the American Friends Service committee, for 
many years. 

The Missionary Society was organized in Plainfield in 1882, 
and the eroup studied needs in both foreign and home fields, 
Members participated in projects through Western Yearly Meet- 
ine and Five Years Meeting, and among concerns were Indian 
Affairs, Tennessee Schools, books, tracts and other material for 
People of Color, African hospitals, schools, and other matters. 

The Ladies Aid Society was organized in 1906, and in ada. 
tion to caring for local needs of the church, the persounel of this 
eroup aided in setting up a sewing room in Central Academy 
during Warld-War T, where hundreds of garments were made. 
Sewing indchines were moved in, and needles literally flew. 
1000 Garments Made for Service Committee 

Work for the Ameriean Eriends Serviee voummittee has von- 
tinted, and duving the past LO years approximately TOOO garments 
have been made for hot and cold climate needs around the world 
wherever needed —— and hundreds of yards of material have been 
used. Recently more than LOOO bandages have been rolled) for 
hospitals ta Abriea, 

Another aetive group of women in the church for the past 
deeade or more has been the Quaker Tlome Builders, a group of 
young women who assist with many projects, ~- caring for needs 
of the church, youne people, furnmishines, and other matters. 

Making draperies and other furnishings has been a project 
of groups of women in the chureh putting finishing touches 
on needs in the new building. 


2000 Meals Served «t Yearly Meeting 
Women, assisted by men of the church, serve meals aunually 
at Yearly Meeting. Sponsored by more than 40 couples in Vir- 
ena Stephensom's Sunday sehool class, more than 2000 meals 
were served this vear,  Proceeeds are used in chureh furnishing 
and buarldine, He 3 ; ; 
(aid) 
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Looking back several decades, the Women’s Christian Ten- 
perance Union was organized in Plainfield in 1890, and members 
of the Society of Friends were active in efforts of this group. 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting stressed temperance in all 
things, in work and all activity of home and community life. 

Among concerns of Friends of earlier days was the presence 
of a saloon in Plainfield, and the matter of intoxication among 
some people in the comminuty. Accordingly, the matter was dis- 
eussed; then it was deemed advisable for action to be taken which 
might remedy this situation. 

Women Take Knitting To Saloon 

Susannah Tadley and a group of women planned their work 
so that they they eould take their knitting and sit in the saloon 
at various hours during the day and evening. This praetice cis- 
couraged visitors to the saloon, and very soon the owner, having 
no customers, closed his doors and went out of busmess mn 
Plaintields:, + . 

Interest of the Ladies Aid in 1912 concerned upkeep of furn- 
ishings in the chueh, and Rose Heringlake, seeretary-treasurer, 
Was asked to write to the Starr Piano company, Richmond, to 
find why the varnish on the piano was checked. In reply she 
received this statement: “‘ While the varnish om every piano 
eheeks, only about fifty out of a thousand persons make com- 
plaint of it... Phe faet is, a piano is primarily a musieal instru- 
ment; but so farias the case and varnish ts concermed, it ts only 
cabinet work 2... and it has no rmeht to be exalted to a position 
in the cloudland of wmreason as to lead to the expectation that 
it isn’t going to show the natural effects of time, wear, and 
What is sometimes called ‘the inherent cussedness of matter?” 

The Ladies Aid decided to buy some furniture polish, 

Today the Women’s Society of Plainfield) Friends carries 
on a worthwhile study program, and assists with whatever is 
needed in charch work. 


REBUILDING THE MEETING HOUSE 


Strong Walls and Foundations Mark Building 
Strong walls and strong foundations marked the local Meet- 
ing house and Meeting house of Western Yearly Meeting con- 
= (39). 
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structed mn the large wooded grove in 1858. Amos Compton was 
the contractor. | 

William Wood, writing in the American Friend, told) the 
story of the Meeting house in interesting style. ‘*News having 
been spread through the papers that the Yearly Meeting was to 
be opened at Plainfield at an early hour on Iirst day morning, 
the Hoosiers from every direction came pourme into the place 
In What some might call carriages being dignified with pretty 
good tops, In wagons, on horseback, on foot, so much so that 
although we were in sight of the house and about three minutes’ 
walk, we thought it best to @o early to secure a seat. The great 
building was 120 feet in length, 70 feet in breadth, and 24 feet 
to the ceiling inside, standing in the midst of a ten-acre field. 
We found a vast multitude waiting for the opening of the doors, 
Yearly Meeting House Is Dedicated 

“At the time fixed, the doors were opened -— eight of them, 
and the living stream came pouring in, very orderly, no pushing 
or crowding, but a regular flowing, as it were, Chrough every aisle, 
mad in tess than TO minutes every seat was occupied, and every 
iieh oof stamdine room: was filled, 

Ht was a beautiful seene the old and young, grave and gay, 
the robust and infirm in all the colors of the paimter’s easel, from 
the gayest butterfly hues to the sober tint of the oclowenarian, 
or the verrest drab oof the early Quaker, all mtermixed and 
quiekened by the spirits within them. and) to all appearances 
reverently. 

Such was the scene at the first session of Western Yearly 
Meeting in the large new structure, 

Volume Commemorates Semi-Centennial 

In 1908 the semi-centenmnmial of Western Yearly Meeting was 
observed with two sesstons. Lewis KE. Stout, Murray S. Ken- 
worthy, Charles O. Newlin, and George Tl. Moore sugeested) the 
program, and served on the planning committee, A volume was 
published in 1909 Commemorating the amniversary. 

With few changes and a little remodeling, the meeting house 
stood as built until a night i 1918 -— a year of: various mis- 
fortunes tm Plainfield and surrounding Communities the year 
of the flood: 
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The Plainfield) Meeting house caught fire and much = de- 
struction was caused. 
Meetingnouse Is Re-built After Fire 
On examination when all was quiet again, it was found that 
the walls and foundations were 
so well built that they eould 
stand. Rebuilding was begun 
very soon -—- for words of ear- 
lier Itriends were reealled. Es- 
ther Baies, an early Friend, 
hal offen @iven strength in 
these words: ‘‘Thy back will 
be made able for thy burdens.” 
A ininute from Plainfield 
Monthly Meeting, fourth 
month, 30th, 1913, relates that 
the trustees of the Yearly 
Meeting and the building eom- 
mittee for the rebuilding of the 
Meeting Tlouse request that 
three or more women be ap- 
pointed to meet with them and 
render such service as seems 
advisable, relative to the plans 
and furnishings for our plaee of 
worship.” Lily ME Hiss, Elva 


Esther Bales 


YY Carter, and Watharine Robbins were named. 

Specifications set out by the Monthly Meeting in turning 
over insurance funds were that “our rooms are to be replaced as 
wood as they were previous to the fire.” 

The work proceeded speedily, meeting the approval of every- 
one, and the new building was dedicated in 1914 with Willard 
QO. Trueblood speaking during the worship hour, He was assisted 
by K. James Carter, pastor, and T. Ff. Williams, pastor of the 
M. i. Chureh. Monthly Meeting minutes record the faet that 
a beautiful spirit of Christian unity was shown by the chiuehes 
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of the town dismissing their congregations in the morning, join- 
Ing with us in our opening service.” 
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THE NEW—AND OLD 


Participants in the Centennial pageant gathering at the new 
building, 


BUILDING SIRE “FUTURE 


_Leaders of Tomorrow Are Pictured 


Sittine quietly on a hill at Quaker Haven, a eroup of boys 
and girls watched the sun go down. [na Plamfield home, high 
sehool voune people discussed ‘'My Responsibility. to My 
Church.’ At Flanner House boys and girls from Plainfield 
cleared brick and rubbish to make a playground. In Junior 
Yearly Meeting a Plainfield girl presided as clerk. Another 
wrote the epistle to children in London Yearly Meeting. 

These are Plainfield) Meetine’s leaders of tomorrow, 
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Life of Meeting Assured Through Young People 


Friends long have seen the value of building for the future — 
in assuring the life of the chureh and Christian principles through 
training of youth for leadership, 

During days of the Academy young people of the sehool 
worked hand in hand with the church in religious edueation. 
Classes in Biblical literature were favorites of many Academy 
students. 

Leadership was developed early through active participation 
in Sunday School, Meeting for Worship, young people’s Study 
eroups and through social activities. Panel discussions, forums, 
and group projects have been favored consistently by young 
people. 

Herbert Lluffman, who came to Plainfield as a young minis- 
ter with very young children, followed activities of those who 
were near the age of his own boys and girl, Norval BK. Webb, as 
a yothe minister here, taught a high school age Sunday school 
class, sponsored a youth study group, and eneouraged children 
to attend morning worship. He loved recreation with young 
people, especially croquet and golf, 


Youth Fellowship, Y.C.T. Are Organized 


A ereat contribution to youth activity was given by Milo 5, 
flinekle during his pastorate in Plainfield. Under his leadership 
the present Young Friends Fellowship and Young Citizens of 
Tomorrow were organized. The Fellowship group has a mem- 
bership now of approximately 35 young high school age men and 
women... and the Youne Citizens of Tomorrow is perhaps the 
largest group of its kind in Western Yearly Meeting, 

Work camps at Planner House, Bundles for Britain, Candles 
for Korea, and dozens of other worthwhile projects have clamed 
the time and work of these groups, 

Both organizations participate in the camp program of West- 
ern Yearly Meeting at Quaker Haven each summer -—— in the 
junior and senior divisions. Plainfield for many years has had 
the largest delegation of young people in the Younger I*riends 
camp. | | 
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THE OPEN DOOR 


As the Centennial pageant was eonelided. and bounets and 


plain dress were laid away in tissue paper—the door of the 


Meetinghouse remained open—open to all who wish to worship. 


Song and Services Are Themes of Work 


It is not unusual for the entire Morning Worship to be turned 
over fo Young People one or two Sundays a year = with youne 
people contributing to the serviee in song and personal convietion, 
Vesper services-are a favorite type of worship for youth groups. 
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The two organized groups have their own business units 
and select clerks and recording clerks just as the Monthly Meet- 
Ine does. 

In a larger sense, these young people take part in Junior 
Yearly Meeting of Western Yearly Meeting and in Young Friends 
ACUVITLES, 

Ad) children and youne people take part in Sunday school 
of Plaimtield) Meeting, and greater attendance and interest are 
eoals of the various departments. Chester Bryant, Sunday school 
supermtendent, never fails to express appreciation for help of 
the children im the Meeting. 


Rooms Provided for Youth in New Building 


When the new addition of the Meetinghouse was built in 
1950, a large room in the basement was provided for high school 
ave young people. The entire third floor of the new addition 
was arranged for children and pupils of Jumior gh school age. A 
specially equipped room Was planned on the main floor fou the 
tiny children, so lone supervised by Ilorence Newlin. 

Much planning... mueh work 2... went into the beautiful 
new addition which was dedieated by Plaritield) Meeting on 
June VO, 1951. Mueh eredit 
who helped in any way in the building, The Monthly Meeting 


eoos to the committtee and to all 
expressed appreciation as Milber Kendall, chairman of the com- 
mittee, handed the final report to the Monthly Meeting clerk, 
dear Reitzel. 


Local Meeting is Small Segment of Society of Friends 

Plainfield Meeting is but a tiny segment of the Society of 
Mriends whieh numbers approximately 158,000 members in the 
United States. This number, added to the nearly 52,000 Friends 
in other countries, is small in comparison to other religious 
bodies | 

As Plainfield Friends begin a second century, then, they 
look with appreciation to the community which is their home. 
They know that their Meetinghouse is not ostentatious and that 
their resources ave limited. But they realize that through friendly 
behaviour, deeds ot practical friendship, and work at home and 
abroad, they may be able to light candles of bope. 
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Friends agree that the greatest tribute which can be paid 
io the past is that Plainfield Meeting is building for the future 
ever lookme forward. 
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